[image: ]Popular Academic Article 
ENG 1201 5-7 pgs. 200pts. 
6 sources- 2 news, 2 opinion sources, 1 academic article, 1 popular science article
Sources: The two opinion sources should oppose the interpretation of the academic article and the popular science article. The academic article must be addressed in at least one other sources, preferably multiple.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: behind any popular Academic article is the desire to inform your audience of some highly misunderstood topic, but mostly comment on the coverage of the topic by different sources. That is, the purpose is to firstly learn the different perspectives on the topic including those of experts, and to analyze and evaluate the sources and report your findings in a clear and engaging manner. The paper should (1) inform the public (your class) what experts really say and (2) analyze the way they make claims and persuade their audience, along with other sources who speak on the same topics as these experts. You should analyze these sources using terms from quiz 1 and quiz 2 (The terms from the critical thinking power points, the rhetorical situation, and the modes of persuasion and other terms). Finally, you should evaluate these sources based on how they make arguments and use rhetoric. 
Audience: political, interested laymen, academics & experts, students & teachers.
Stance: What do you think about the coverage of the topics by the different communities? Which community had more misunderstanding or used more fallacies? 
Genre: Popular Academic Article
Style/Medium: A combination of MLA and specifications of the popular academic article. Print or Web. 













1. Choose a broad topic from this list: 

Evolution
The Age of the Earth
Global Warming
Vaccinations
Shape of the Earth
Perpetual Motion Machines Chemtrails
JFK Assassination
Big Bad Pharma
GMOs
Moonlanding hoax
Foreign Trade


2. Narrow down the topic to a specific argument or claim about the subject (can be):
Bad dating methods (carbon)
DNA degradation
2ND Law of Thermodynamics
Fake fossil record
Coelacanth
Math impossibilities
     -Population
     -Mutation rate
Space is fake
T-Rex Blood
Grassy Knoll
No stars
David Jones Machine

Ice Bullet				 
Ice Cap increase
97% consensus 
The use of medicine
GMO side effects
Vaccine/autism
Vaccine & Mercury
Con trails
No earth curve... 


(Note: I have left off any subject for which there is a lack of evidence or consensus in the scientific community [though through exploration of the article, you are allowed to point out any arguments from ignorance]; i.e. gods, karma, chakras, collective consciousness, spirits, Aliens, Bigfoot, Lochness,, astrology, etc.)
***Alternative topics may be accepted upon discussion with the teacher.***
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